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PLAN THE SIDE EDGES BEFORE PRODUCTION

Choose artwork that handles side-cut
variation well
Pouches are printed side by side and then cut apart. Allow for a 2 mm planning strip on both side edges so normal cut
movement does not create an unintended sliver from the opposite panel.

Production tolerance

Side-cut placement may move up to +/- 1/16 inch on either side. Build the artwork so that small movement still looks intentional.

Continuous color edge

Best for solid backgrounds. Carry one
complementary edge color through both
side strips.

Unprinted material edge

Best when a white, clear or metallic
material edge supports the design.

Continuous pattern

Best for full-coverage designs. Continue
the same pattern or shape across both
panel edges.

Avoid a hard color break on the cut line

A high-contrast change exactly at the edge makes normal cut movement easier to see. Move the transition inward or use one of the three
approaches above.
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